
Inventory of Crosscutting Themes and Key Terms 

     
Crosscutting  

Themes 

 
Chinese Americans 

 
Japanese Americans 

 
Filipino Americans 

 
South Asian Americans 

 
Korean Americans 

 
Pacific Islander 

Americans 

 
Southeast Asian 

Americans 
 
Immigrant  
Populations 

Sojourner immigrants 
Mainly men 

Poor from rural areas and 
Ryokyu Islands 

First, second, and third 
waves.  
Immigration and 
Naturalization Act of 1965 

Sojourner immigrants 
Punjabi 
Pakistanis 
Bangladeshis 
Majority men 

Whole families 
War Brides 
First, second and third 
waves 

Samoans 
Guamanians/Chamorros 
Tongans 
Hawaiians 

Refugees: Vietnamese, 
Laotians (Hmong and 
Lao), Cambodians, and 
ethnic Chinese.  
First and Second Waves 

 
Settlement  
Patterns 

Pacific Coast  
California 
San Francisco 

Pacific Coast  
Hawaii, California 
San Francisco 

Second wave, Hawaii, 
Alaska and the Pacific 
Coast (Stockton – key 
migratory hub)  

Mainly western US but 
disbursed throughout the 
country 
Northern Sacramento 
Valley 

Hawaii, California 
Early waves: urban 
Third wave: suburban 
LA County; South Central 
LA 
Dispersed settlement due 
to jobs 

Hawaii – Mormons, 
economics 
Laie 
(Country came to them. 
They didn’t come to the 
country) 

Resettlement programs 
Minneapolis, Fresno 

 
Factors that  
influenced  
Immigration  
(Push-Pull) 

Gold Rush 
Agriculture 
Railroads 
Domestic work 

Agriculture 
Railroads 
Domestic Work 

Spanish American War 
Alaskeros 
Immigration and 
Naturalization Act of 1965 
World War II 
Pensionados 

1946 Act 
Railroads 
Immigration and 
Naturalization Act of 1965 
 

Japanese Occupation of 
Korea 
Korean War 
Immigration and 
Naturalization Act of 1965 
 

Westernization 
World War II 
Department of the Interior 
1950 Organic Act 
“Land of Opportunity” 
Family reunification 

Vietnam War 
“Push” immigrants vs. 
“Pull” immigrants 
Dienbienphu 

 
Labor 

Agriculture 
Railroads 
Domestic Services 
(Laundries 

Agriculture 
Railroad 
Domestic Services 

Alaskeros 
The Great Depression 
Carlos Bulosan’s America 
is in the Heart 
Labor 

Gujarato 
Dalip Singh Saund  
Post-1965: skilled, 
technical, management, 
highly educated. 

Agriculture 
Family business model 
 

Faasamoa 
Modernization 
Unskilled; semi-skilled 
labor (e.g. custodians, 
cooks, clerks) 

Agriculture 
Unskilled labor  

 
Country of  
Origin’s  
Relationship  
with US  
Government 
 

The Good Earth 
World War II 
Cold War 
Globalization 

Gentleman’s Agreement 
Meiji Revolution 
Attack on Pear Harbor 

Pensionados 
Imperialism 
Colonization 
Philippine-American War 
Tydings-McDuffie Act 

British Colonization 
9/11 

Treaty at Chamulpo 
Korean War 
Student refugees 

American Samoa/Western 
Samoa 
Dole vs. Cleveland 

Vietnam War 
Cold War  

 
Exclusion,  
Surveillance,  
and  
Discrimination 

Foreign Miner’s Tax 
Chinese Exclusion Act 
Ordinances on Living and 
Labor Conditions 

San Francisco School 
Board Incident 
Anti-miscegenation laws 
Restrictive Covenants 
Alien Land Act (1913 
and1920) 
CWIRC/Exec Order 9066 

Anti-miscegenation laws 
The Great Depression 
Watsonville Riot 
The fight for Affirmative 
Action 

Thind Case 
Alien Land Act (1920) 

Hemet Valley incident 
Language gap 
Familiarity with institutions 
Riots of 1992 

Christian Missionaries 
Great Mahele 

Few jobs 
Goal was to scatter 
settlement 
Nativist resentment of 
assistance 
Discrimination based on 
language status 

 
Community  
Institutions 

Family Associations 
Six Companies 
Native Sons of the Golden 
State 

Japanese Association of 
America 
Japanese American 
Citizen’s League (JACL) 

Catholicism 
Visayan, Tagalog, and 
Ilocano 
Lodges – Men’s, women’s, 
and youth 
Churches 

Indian League of America 
Gadar Movement 
 

Family 
Christian church - 
Presbyterianism 
Family business model 

Matai 
Haole society, plantation 
life, and Hawaiian 
traditional culture.  
Hawaiian Homes 
Commission 
Council of Hawaiian 
Organizations 

Strain on local agencies 
Southeast Asian Mutual 
Assistance programs 
Little Saigon 

Cultural  
representations  
of the 
racialized  
“other” 
 

Buck’s The Good Earth 
Eternal Foreigners 
Model Minority 
Yellow Peril 

The Second Generation 
Japanese Problem 
Yellow Peril 
Scientific Racism/Social 
Darwinism 

“Little brown brothers” 
Carlos Bulosan’s America 
is In the Heart 

Terrorists – 
“Least desirable race”  

M*A*S*H 
Movie, Falling Down 
Riots of 1992 

Meed-Freeman 
controversy 
Colonization, imperialism  
Comparison between 
Native Hawaiians and 
Americans 

Child brides 
Boat people 
 

Generations  
and  
Acculturation  
 

Native Sons of the Golden 
State 

Issei, Nisei, Sansei 
Redress 

Bridge generation 
Pre- and post-1965 

 Intergenerational 
differences 
“knee high”/1.5 generation 

 Refugee Processing 
Centers 
Generational role reversal 
Language difficulties 
Cultural challenges 

James Fabionar 2


James Fabionar 2


James Fabionar 2


James Fabionar 2


James Fabionar 2


James Fabionar 2


James Fabionar 2


James Fabionar 2


James Fabionar 2


James Fabionar 2


James Fabionar 2


James Fabionar 2


James Fabionar 2


James Fabionar 2


James Fabionar 2


James Fabionar 2


James Fabionar 2


James Fabionar 2


James Fabionar 2


James Fabionar 2


James Fabionar 2


James Fabionar 2


James Fabionar 2


James Fabionar 2


James Fabionar 2


James Fabionar 2


James Fabionar 2


James Fabionar 2


James Fabionar 2



